YORK

After the abolition of the Council of the North, the poli-
tical importance of York declined, but not her ecclesiastical or
social consequence. The reign of Charles II saw the building
of the lovely Treasurer's House, while the eighteenth century
is represented by the beautiful town houses of the Yorkshire
gentry, such as St. George's House in Castlegate and those in
Bootham. Defoe refers to the ' abundance of good company
and the abundance of good families ' living in York and says
that c no city in England is better furnished with provisions
of every kind, nor any so cheap, in proportion to the goodness
of things; the river being so navigable, and so near the sea,
the merchants here trade directly to what part of the world
they will'.

It is easy to reconstruct the York of the past. The Roman
remains speak of the Imperial City ; Clifford's Tower and the
walls, of the days of warfare ; the Shambles is still the street
of butchers as in the days of the Guilds ; the Minster speaks of
the age of faith and the King's Manor of the days of royal
autocracy ; while the Treasurer's House and the later Georgian
street fronts reflect the days of peace and the quiet dignity.of
an ecclesiastical city, whose Minster, now as then, is the heart
of the county.
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